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An aqueous polishing composition for polishing a memory hard disk substrate, which has a pH in the 
range 1 .9 to 7 and comprises at least the following components: 

"^(a) from 0.1 to 50 wt%, based on the total amount of the polishing composition, of at least one 
abrasive selected from silicon dioxide, aluminum oxide, cerium oxide, zirconium oxide, titanium oxide, 
silicon nitride and manganese dioxide, 

' '(b) from 0.001 to 10 wt%, based on the total amount of the polishing composition, of at least one 
periodate selected from periodic acid, potassium periodate, sodium periodate and lithium periodate, and 
optionally 

' (c) from 0.01 to 30 wt%, based on the total amount of the polishing composition, of at least one 
peroxydisulfate salt selected from ammonium peroxydisulfate, potassium peroxydisulfate and sodium 
peroxydisulfate, 

'''provided that, if component (c) is absent, there is present (d) a buffer component to adjust the pH of 
the polishing composition to a value in the range 2 to 5. 
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